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iM.IMi..CLAiMi: 

The foi!D\¥ing listing of ciain-is vviis repLsce aii prior versior^s, and iistings, of the 
dainis in the appiicayon: 

1, (Currentiy arnenoed) A method tor managing yirtuai properties that exist 
soieiy m a virtiiai form v/ithirs a computer network and that have no physicai 
Gounterpans , corTspricoir^g; 

orovidino virtuai prooenies configured for use In a computer game operabse a 
rn8mo?v of a qanie server, s aid virtual p roperties existing soteiv in virtuai for?" witi'^in a 

assign ing ov/nersh ip of the virfyai prop erlies to a piuraiitv o f property owners 
participatino in the c omputer ga me, said ownership confi gured through said compute r 
S£'B1.§_Ayi^kibM.§ltd 

oojiAjpyter garne but a r>ot permitted to poss ess a diqita j copy of any of said virtuai 
gjxjDefties, 

n^aintaining an inventor/ of said virtual properties in a centfaiized database 
accessibie by said property owners via a networi^ connection: 

aiiovving said propeny owners to transfer ownership of their respective vinuai 
propeaies vie said networi^ connection; and 

rriaintainino updated records regarding ownership of said vidual properties in 
said centraiized database; -af>d 

allGwir5§--said--^a^f^rty"€'Vvr^e--^^^^^ 

r^ps^t^ve-vj-rtt^a^ p roperties vvl^i4:ikf--<GGffesp<fnd4i^§ netv^^^&r^; spages;— w i ^erem -said 

p4-efjefty--?5wners-a^-f>r€v9m^ 
Pff5|i??rties-an<3-s-afd---virtuaii>^^^^ 
ef^efated-iffa-msmony-ol-x^gai?^ 
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2- (Prevbus^y presgnied) The method of Claim 1, wherein sasd step of 
maintaining an invenlory conipiises searching for a desired one of saki virtual properties 
within sasd inventory. 

3. I'Prfeviousiy presented) The niethod of Claim 1 . whereir; said step of 
maintaining updated records regarding ownership comprises associating said virtual 
prope-lies wilh respective ones of said propefty owners, 

4. (Canceied) 

5. (Previousiy presented) The n-ethod of Claim 1. wherein said step of 
ai;ovv;ng said properly owners to Iransfer ownership comprises aliowing said property 
owners to soil their respective virLuai properties to buyers. 

6. i Previously presented) The r-iethod of Claim 1, wherein sa;d step of 
aiiowmg said property owners to transfer ownership comprises aiiowing said property 
owners to trade their respective vinuai properties for oif^er orses of said virtual 
properties. 

7. (Previoosiy preser"!ted| The method of Claim 1. wherein sa:d step of 
aiiowing saui property owners to transfer ownership comprises aiiowiriO at least one of 
said property owners to v^'in one of said virtual properties from another properly owner irs 
the coarse of a game. 

{Ohginai; The method of Ciairr^ 1, fuither corriprising the step of 
coordinating with partners vis said nehvork to identify additionai virtual properties not 
incu-ded in said inventory. 
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S. (Curreniiy a-rsended) A conipuier'Smpternented system for managsrsg 
tuai properiies that exist soieiy in a vliluai form wilhin a computer networi<; and that 
xve no physicai counterparts, comprising; 

a server conrsected lo a network aocessibie by piurai property ox^'^fner cor^iputers: 

an appiication progra'T! operabie with said server to provide the furictiorss of; 

^^'ox o r>q vr;o3' p'ope-'.ses oonfiq ured fog' use i n a cornputor garr^e 
operabie in a memory of said server, said virtual propertie s existing s ofeiy in 

^ " -■^o'yvi"^ O'^'vv'k; 

assignin q ownership of the virtuai properties to a piuraiity of property 
QVi/ners participatjng in the co mputer game, said ownership confiqy red through 
sairi cornpyter game suph are perr rsitied lo use said 

viftuai properties ir- said computer qar-ie but are oot permitted to possess a 
^iifiitsi.copy.gfjny.of said.y^ 

maintaining an snventon/ of sakf virtual properties in a centralized 
database via S3:d network; 

aiiowing said property owners to trarssfer ownership of ii-reir respective 
virtual properties via said networi^: connection: 

r-aintainiru) updated records regarding cnvnership of said virtoai properties 
in said centra iized database: and 

aiiowing said property oVi'ners to use but not possess digits i copies r)f said 
respective vrrtuai properties wnlhin corresponding nelwork spaces^ 
v*>\^e^v^^ sa,r^ fvs^^e^-^^ -s Oi»e-_tt<rd-&^=,ofv4lia|^^vSx54d^^ 
>rfi--f^&ses^5-in<;f---a---^4gttat---9^ 
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10. (Original) The syste-ri of Ciaim 9, fufther comphsing a memory oonnecied 
to said server arsd having a database of aii said vhtuai properties maintained by said 
compyler system, 

11. (PreviDusiy presente^d) The? system of Qialrn 9, wherein said maintBirsmg 
a,n invenfcr\/ function comprises searching for a desired one of said viituai properties 
within said inventory. 

12. i Previously presented) The system of Claim 9, wherein said maintaining 
updated records regardsng ownership function corr^prises associating said virtual 
properties wit;i respective ones of said property ov^^ners. 

13. iCancsied) 

14. (Previously presented) The system of Ciaim; wherein said aliowing 
property os^vners to transfer ownership function comprises allowing said properly owners 
to seii their respective virtual propertses to buyers 

15. u-^reviousiy presented) The system of Claim 9, wherein said siiowing 
property owners to transfer ownership function comprises aiiowing said p?open?y owners 
to trade diair respective x/irtual properties tor other ones of said virtuai properties. 

16. iPreviousiy presented) The system of Ciaim 9. wherein said aiiowing 
property' cvvrBrs to transfer ownership function compr-ses aiiowing at ieast ana of said 
p.-oparty Ovvs-iers to win one of said virtual properties from another- property owner. 

1"^ ,Criginai) The system of Cialm 9. further compnsing the function of 
corrc nat ng with partners via said network to identify additional virtuai properties rKJt 
inciudeo i,i s,s-d inventoi"y. 



